JOSEPH NATHAN KANE 
New York City National Prese Club, 
* Washington, D.C., 


November 29, 1921. 


American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway at 153d Street, 
New York, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: Attention Mr. Wood. 


I am herewith enclosing an article on Chinese Orders 
end Deecorations.. I trust that same will be of interest to 
you. I have not as yet completed my article on Latin American 
Decorations and Medals, and am in Washington endeavoring to ob- 


tain additional information in order to complete same. 


Yours sincerely, y 
_ ) " + Oe 


(Sma \ead Vi 


CHINESE ORDERS AND DECORATIONS, 
) 


GRAND DECORATION: 
Worn only by the President -of the Republic. 


ORDERS OF MERIT, 


I. Grand Order of Merit. 

(This is given only to ex-Presidentse of the Republic 
. and Heads of Foreign States). 
Il. First Order of Merit. 
III, Second " 7 
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DECORATIONS, 


Chinese decorations are divided into two kinds namely 
the Chia-ho (which means Golden Crop) Decoration for officials in 
the Civil Service, and the Wen-hu (which means Striped Tiger) 
Decoration for military officers. Eut sometimes the Chia-—ho 
Decoration is conferred on civil officiale. Of the two kinds of 
decorations, each is divided into nine grades and in both kinds the 
highest is the First Class and the Ninth Classe comes last. The 
Chia-ho Decoration is, however, full of variety, for the First, 
Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Chia-ho Decorations sre sub-divided 
into those which carry the Pao-kuang (Pso means "Precious" and 
Kuang means “brilliance") and those without it. And although vooth 
the First and Second Classes of Chia-ho and Wen-hu Decorations carry 
the Ta-shou (which means the Great Sash), the Second Class Chia-no 
Decoration is given sometimes without the aash. A Chia-ho Decora- 
tion which carries both the Ta-Shou and the Pao-Kuang is higher than 
the one without either Ta-Shou or Pao-Kuang or both. So, the highest 
Chia-ho Decoration is the First Class Ta-shou Pao-kuang Chia-ho Deco- 
ration or the First Clase Golden Crop Decoration with Precious Bril- 
liance and the Great Sash. The following is the full list:- 


I, First Clase Chia-ho Decoration. 

(This is divided into two ¢erades, the one with the ; 
Pao-kuang and the other without. But generally 
the Great Sash is given with the decoration). 

II, Second Class Chia=ho Decoration. 


(This ig divided into four grades (a) one that carries 
both Brilliance and Sash, (b) one that carries 
Brilliance without the Sash, (c) one that carries 
the Sash without Brilliance and (d) one devoid of 


both the Sash and Brilliance.) 


Chinese Orders and Decorations. 


III. Third Class Chia-~ho Decoration. 
(This is divided into two grades namely the one 
with Brilliance and the other without it). 
IV. Fourth Class Chia-ho Decoration. 
(Same as the Third Class) 
V. Fifth Class Chia-ho Decoration. 
(Same as the Third Class). 
VI... Sixth Class Chia-ho Decoration. 
(There is only one grade and no other classi- 
fication). 
VII. Seventh Class Chia-ho Decoration. 
(Same as the Sixth Class). 
VIII. Eighth Class Chia-ho Decoration. 
(Same as the Sixth) 
XI. Ninth Class Chia-ho Decoration. 
(Same as above). 


The nine classes of Wen-hu decorations are very 
simple. Only the First and Second Classes of Wen-hu Decora- 
tions have the “Great Sash" which in all cases is conferred 
invariably together with the decoration and never without it. 
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